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UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 PRETORIA 5315 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: FM BOTHA'S PRESS CONFERENCE ON HIS RETURN FROM N.Y. 

FOLLOWING IS THE THE CITIZEN'S SEPTEMBER 9 ACCOUNT OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER BOTHA'S PRESS CONFERENCE ON HIS RETURN TO JOHANNESBURG 
YESTERDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. BEGIN TEXT: 

A FINAL DICISION ON WHETHER SOUTH AFRICA WOULD GO IIT ALONE OR 
NOT IN THE FREE ELECTIONS IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA WAS NOT FAR AWAY, 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFIARS, MR PIK BOTHA, SAID YESTERDAY 
AT JAN SMUTS AIRPORT SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVING FROM NEW YORK. 

AT A PRESS CONFERENCE, MR BOTHA SAID THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION 
COULD COME AT ANY TIME. THIS DEPENDED ON FURTHER MSSAGES HE 
EXPECTED FROM NEW YORK. " I CAN'T EXACTLY SAY WHAT THE TIME 
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LIMIT IS BUT IT WILL HAVE TO BE SOON.'' MR BOTHA CAUTIONED 
SOUTH AFRICANS TO BE PATIENT " FOR A LITTLE LONGER". " WE HAVE 
ALL BEEN LOOKING FOR FINALITY ON THIS MATTER FOR THE PAST 3 1 
YEARS. WE MUST BE PATIENT FOR A LITTLE LONGER. IT IS NOT FAR AWAY." 

HE SAID THERE WAS A MEASURE OF DISAGREEMENT BUTWEEN MEMBERS OF THE 
UN SECURITY COUNCIL ABOUT THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE COUNCIL S 
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DISCUSSION ON THE WALDHEIM REPORT. " BUT IF IT CONTINUES WITH THE 
WALDHEIM REPORT, SOUTH AFRICA'S COP-OPERATION WILL BE LACKING." 

MR BOTHA SAID HE HAD A REASONABLE IDEA OF WHERE SOUTH AFRICA NOW 
STOOD BUT HE FIRST WANTED TO DISCUSS THE POSITION WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER, THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND THE ADMINISTRATOR- 
GENERAL OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA BEFORE HE REVEALED SOUTH AFRICA'S 
POSITION IN PUBLIC. MR. BOTHA, COMPLETELY RULED OUT ANY 
POSSIBILITY OF A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT BETWEEN SWAPO AND THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. THIS ATTITUDE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
CONTINUOUS ATTITUDE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT NOT TO TALK 
OR NEGOTIATE DIRECTLY WITH SWAPO BECAUSE IT DOES NOT ACCEPT SWAPO 
AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLES OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

REACTING AT THE CONFERENCE TO A CALL BY SWAPO LEADER, MR SAM NUJOMA 
IN NEW YORK, FOR A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND 
SWAPO, MR BOTHA SAID: " WE ARE NOT ENTERING INTO ANY AGREEMENT 
WITH SWAPO. " SWAPO MUST SIMPLY ACCEPT THE WESTERN PEACE 
PROPOSAL, WHICH INCLUDES PROVISION FOR THE CESSATION OF ALL 
HOSTILITIES, AND WHICH SOUTH AFRICA HAS ALREADY ACCEPTED ON APRIL 25 
THIS YEAR." SWAPO MUST ALSO STATE CLEARLY THAT IT WILL END ITS 
VIOLENCE". MR BOTHA PLACED ON RECORD THE FOUR MAJOR DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE WESTERN PEACE PLAN AND THE CONTROVERSIAL WALDHEIM 
REPORT. HE TOLD REPORTERS HOW SHOCKED HIS DELEGATION HAD BEEN 
WHEN IT WAS DESCOVERED THAT DR WALDHEIM HAD SLIPPED ISSUES INTO 
HIS REPORT THAT WERE NEVER EVEN MENTIONED IN THE LENGTHY 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE WEST. 
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HE SAID IN THE FIRST PLACE THERE WAS NO FIGURE MENTIONED FOR THE 
UN MILITARY CONTINGENT IN THE APRIL 25 PROPOSAL. " THE REASON 
FOR THIS IS THAT WHEN WE DISCUSSED THAT WITH THE WESTERN POWERS IN 
FEBRUARY THIS YEAR, IT BECAME CLEAR TO ME THAT WE WERE HEADING 
FOR A DEADLOCK. 
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UNCLAS FINAL SECTION 2 OF 2 PRETORIA 5315 

" THE REASON WHY I RETURNED FROM NEW YORK IN 

FEBRUARY WAS EXACTLY BEACUSE OF THIE PROBLEM. " AT THE TIME 

THE KIND OF FIGURE THAT WAS MENTIONED WAS BETWEEN 2,000 AND 3,000. 

WE DID NOT WANT 3,000 AND WE WERE EVEN UNHAPPY ABOUT THE 2,000. 

BUT WE WOULD HAVE ACCEPTED 1,000 UN TROOPS IN NORTHERN SOUTH WEST 

AND ANOTHER 1,000 ON THE ANGOLA SIDE OF THE BORDER. " IN AN EFFORT 

TO MOVE OUT OF THE DEADLOCK WE THEN SUGGESTED TO LEAVE THE FIGURE 

OPEN. WE DECIDED TO LEAVE THIS KIND OF THING TO THE SPECIAL 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL. " BECAUSE WHY SHOULD 

WE, SITTING IN NEW YORK PRETORIA AND CAPE TOWN OFFICES, TRY TO 

DETERMINE SUCH A FIGURE? BUT, OF COURSE, WE ALWAYS HAD IN MIND 

THE FIGURE MENTIONED BY THE WEST. " IT WAS NEVER HIGHER THAN 

3,000, WHICH THE WEST KNEW WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO US. AND THEN 

SUDDENLY A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN WE WENT TO NEW YORK WE WERE CONFRONTED 
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WITH A FIGURE OF 7,500. YOU CAN IMAGE THE SHOCK. " IT WAS AN 
INCREDIBLE SITUATION. YOU ASK ME WHY THE DIFFERENCES7I LL TELL 
YOU. WHEN WE WERE DISCUSSING THE REDUCTION OF SA TROOPS LAST 
DECEMBER I POINTED OUT TO THE WEST THAT WE CANNOT LEAVE THE 
TERRITORY'S NORTHERN BORDERS UNPROTECTED. " I WARNED THAT THE 
WHOLE SITUATION IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF ANGOLA WAS FLEXIBLE AND 
UNCERTAIN. THERE WERE MPLA SOLDIERS, AND CUBANS, WHILE UNITA WAS 
STILL FIGHTING AND APART FROM THAT THERE WERE MARAUDING BANDS 
RUNING WILD ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. " THE WEST THEN SAID, SEEING 
THAT SA IS OBSESSED WITH FEAR OF SECURITY AND A WAR OF BLOOD, 

CAN'T SA THEN ASSUME THAT THE FRONTLINE STATES WOULD BACK A 
CEASEFIRE? " ONCE THIS WOULD BE SECURED AND SUPPORTED AND 
REINFORCED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION, AND ONCE SWAPO HAS 
ACCEPTED THE CEASEFIRE, THERE WOULD BE TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE AND 
FIRM AND VISIBLE PEACE." ALTHOUGH SOUTH AFRICA DID NOT BELIEVE THIS, 

IT AGREED ON CONDITION THAT THERE IS A COMPLETE PEACE IN WHICH CASE 
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SA WOULD REDUCE ITS TROOPS TO A CERTANN MINIMUM OF 3,000. THEN 
EVENTUALLY WE AGREED TO 1500 ON CONDITION THAT THERE IS AN END 
TO VIOLENCE. " NOW SUDDENLY, WHEREAS THEIR REASONING OF TOTAL 
PEACE WAS USED TO PERSUADE US TO ACCEPT A REDUCED NUMBER 
OF TROOPS, THAT VERY SAME REASON SERVES TO INCREASE THE NUMBER 
OF UN TROOPS." 

MR BOTHA POINTED OUT THAT THE WESTERN PROPOSAL PRESCRIBED 
COMPLETE SCONSULTAION BETWEEN MR MARTTI AHTISAARI AND THE 
ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL, MR JUSTICE M T STEYN, THAT ID DID NOT 
MENTION UN POLICE OFFICERS AND THAT IT STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT 
DECEMBER 31 THIS YEAR WAS THE LATEST DATE FOR INDEPENDENCE. HE 
SAID MR AHTISAARI HIMSELF ADMITTED THAT HE NEVER CONSULTED THE 
ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL ON CRUCIAL ISSUES. " IF THIS IS 
INDICATIVE OF MR AHTIRSAARI’S PERSONAL CONCEPT OF WORKING 
CLOSELY TOGETHER, THEN I'M AFRAID WE ARE HEADING FOR DIFFICULTIES." 
HE MADE IT CLEAR SOUTH AFRICA WOULD NEVER ACCEPT A UN POLICE FORCE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 PRETOR 05315 02 OF 02 091352Z 

ASKED IF HE HAD RECEIVED ANY REACTION YET TO HIS LETTER TO DR 
WALDHEIM, HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN ONLY INFORMAL REACTION FROM THE 
WESTERN POWERS. END TEXT. 
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